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EDITORIAL NOTE/PREFACE

Administration of justice is the cornerstone of any civilized 
society, encompassing the rule of law, fairness, and equity. In 
Nigeria, the judicial system is tasked with upholding these 
principles amidst a complex landscape of legal, social, and 
economic challenges. One critical aspect that significantly affects 
the efficiency and effectiveness of this system is the phenomenon 
of adjournments, particularly those initiated at the instance of 
the court. This publication, "Impact of Adjournment at the 
Instance of the Court on Administration of Justice in Nigeria," 
seeks to delve into this issue with a view to illuminating its 
implications and offering potential solutions.

Adjournments, by their very nature, serve as a procedural tool to 
ensure that justice is not only done but seen to be done. They 
allow for the thorough preparation of cases, the availability of 
witnesses, and the accommodation of unforeseen 
circumstances. However, when adjournments become excessive 
or are foisted on litigants without justification, they can lead to 
significant delays, undermining public confidence in the judicial 
process and impedeeffective administration of justice.

In Nigeria, the frequency and reasons for court-initiated 
adjournments have raised concerns among legal practitioners, 
scholars, and the general public. These adjournments can stem 
from a variety of factors, including but not limited to, the absence 
of presiding judges, administrative inefficiencies, and the backlog 
of cases overwhelming the Courts. Such delays have profound 
consequences, affecting the lives of litigants who seek resolution 
and redress through the Courts, and impacting the broader 
society that relies on the judiciary to uphold law and order.
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The impetus for this publication arises from recognition of the 
critical need to examine and address the underlying causes and 
effects of court-initiated adjournments. By bringing together 
stakeholders and expert analyses, this work aims to provide an 
understanding of the scope and scale of this issue. It also seeks to 
explore the broader implications for the administration of justice 
in Nigeria, including the erosion of public trust, the economic 
costs of delayed justice, and the potential for judicial reforms to 
mitigate these challenges.

The paper presenters at our first roundtable leading to this 
publication have drawn on a diverse range of sources and 
perspectives to provide a balanced and thorough examination of 
the topic. 

One of the key outcomes of the roundtable highlighted in this 
publication is the need for systemic reforms to address the root 
causes of court-initiated adjournments. These reforms may 
include measures to improve judicial accountability, enhance 
administrative efficiency, and increase the resources allocated to 
the judiciary. Additionally, the role of technology in streamlining 
court processes and reducing delays is examined, with particular 
attention to the potential benefits of digital case management 
systems and virtual court proceedings.

Delays in the judicial process disproportionately affect those who 
are already marginalized, such as the poor, less privileged, 
women, and children. By exploring the specific challenges faced 
by these groups, we underscore the importance of an inclusive 
approach to judicial reform that ensures access to justice for all 
members of society.
In presenting this publication, we acknowledge the dedication 
and commitment of the Nigerian judiciary and the broader legal 
community in striving to uphold the principles of justice and 
equity. The challenges posed by court-initiated adjournments are 
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not unique to Nigeria, and lessons can be learn from other 
countries that have successfully implemented reforms to reduce 
judicial delays. However, the unique socio-political and economic 
context of Nigeria necessitates tailored solutions that take into 
account local realities and constraints.

This publication is intended for a wide audience, including legal 
practitioners, policymakers, scholars, and students of law. It aims 
to foster informed dialogue and collaboration among all 
stakeholders involved in the administration of justice. By 
highlighting the critical impact of adjournments and offering 
practical recommendations for reform, we hope to contribute to 
the ongoing efforts to strengthen the Nigerian judicial system and 
enhance its capacity to deliver timely and effective justice.

Administration of justice is a dynamic and evolving field that 
requires continuous assessment and adaptation. The issue of 
court-initiated adjournments is a significant challenge that 
warrants urgent attention and action. We trust that this 
publication will serve as a valuable resource in the pursuit of a 
more efficient, fair, and just judicial system in Nigeria. We invite 
readers to engage with the findings and recommendations 
presented herein and to join us in the collective effort to improve 
the administration of justice for the benefit of all Nigerians.

The journey towards a more efficient and effective judiciary is a 
shared responsibility, and it is our hope that this publication will 
inspire meaningful progress in this vital area of public life.

Adebayo Adelodun,SAN, FCIArb
July 2024
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